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Warner Bros Wins 2010 Film Market Share; Year's Box Office
Grosses Not A Record; Overall Movie Attendance Down Sharply;
Should Studios Slash Number Of 3D Pics?

By NIKKI FINKE Friday December 31, 2010 @ 3:34am PST

The movie moguls hate it whenever their studios are judged by market share.
Which is why it's so much fun to spotlight at the end of the year. Final figures aren't in yet, but the order isn't
going to change: Warner Bros is No. 1 (for the third straight year), followed by Paramount, then Fox, then
Disney, then Sony, and finally the bomb factory known as Universal. Next comes the mini-majors with Summit
Entertainment, and Lionsgate bringing up the rear. The only surprise is the high placement of Fox even though
it took a terrible beating from the media all year, and the low order of Sony which appeared to dominate box
office week in and week out. Go figure.

As for overall grosses, 2010 alas was not a record-setting year. My
pal Paul Dergarabedian over at Hollywood.com is projecting that when full year revenues come in by Monday,
the expected figure of $10.5 billion will fall just short of 2009’s record $10.6 billion. "This is only the second
time in box oﬁice hlstory that full year revenues will top the $10 billion mark. However, the last time that
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attendance this year will see a 5.36% downturn vs. 2009 giving us the biggest percentage drop year over year
since 2005 when attendance fell a whopping 8.14% vs. 2004."

aHe says this will also be the second lowest attended year of the decade (only 2008 was

bummer by experiencing seven consecutive “down” weekends vs. last year and a 20% attendance deficit. Given
all that, Dergarabedian says, "it is not surprising that even with higher average ticket prices that full year
revenues and attendance have fallen short of 2009."

- Meanwhile, for the record, the Top 5 Grossing Movies of 2010 in North
Amerlca were T oy Story 3 (3D - Disney/Pixar), Alice In Wonderland (3D - D1sney) Iron Man 2 (2D -
Disney/Marvel distributed by Paramount), The Twilight Saga: Eclipse (2D - Summit Entertainment), and
Inception (2D - Warner Bros/Legendary Pictures). Interesting how not all were 3D despite the higher ticket
prices, which has prompted one prominent media analyst this week to call on the movie industry to scale back
on the number of 3D movies it has planned because demand for them is lessening and 3D is "not the panacea
which Hollywood studios hoped it would be", says Rich Greenfield.







